
URI Coastal Institute Climate Response Demonstration Site 
Mixed Use Communities: Barrington, Warren & Bristol 
 
Given the trend of increased flooding associated with sea level rise and more intense storms, and other 
climate change factors, the University of Rhode Island (URI) Coastal Institute has identified three Climate 
Response Demonstration Sites representing the range of Rhode Island’s coastal landscape types; natural 
areas, urban ports and heat island refuges, and mixed-use sites. The aim of this initiative is to explore 
adaptation strategies that will promote resilience of coastal municipalities and enhance ecosystem 
sustainability. The demonstration sites will draw from adaptation practices currently being implemented 
in RI and other coastal regions and will strive to test, monitor, and “demonstrate” the resiliency 
response to adaptation actions. Collaboration with state and municipal governments, planners and 
policymakers, businesses, homeowners, community groups, conservation organizations, academia, and 
others, is fundamental to the success of this effort. 
 
The Towns of Barrington, Warren & Bristol represent mixed-use sites, areas common along the RI 
coastline where climate changes pose an extraordinary challenge for commercial and residential 
communities. These areas are characterized by town centers, historic structures, maritime heritage 
sites, natural shorelines and habitats, and diverse populations.  In coordination with town officials and 
local partners, work in Warren and Barrington has focused on development of best practices coupled 
with assessments of the economic costs, socio-cultural implications, and environmental considerations 
that may be associated with adaptation actions. Topic intensive workshops have been convened 
focusing land-use, transportation, habitat, and others. As a CI demonstration site, Warren and 
Barrington officials were the impetus for the creation of post-hazard buy-out guidance to benefit their 
communities and applicable statewide.   
 
Website for the URI Climate Response Demonstration effort: 
Overview: 
https://ci.uri.edu/intitiatives/ongoing-initiatives/demonstration/ 
Mixed Use: 
https://ci.uri.edu/intitiatives/ongoing-initiatives/demonstration/mixed-use-demo-site/ 
 
Staff – URI Coastal Institute Senior Fellows:  
Teresa Crean (municipal liaison), Amber Neville, Charley Roman, Nate Vinhateiro 
https://ci.uri.edu/fellows/current-senior-fellows/ 
 
Teresa Crean is a community planner and coastal management extension specialist with the Coastal 
Resources Center (CRC) and Rhode Island Sea Grant at the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School 
of Oceanography. Teresa joined CRC/Sea Grant in 2008 and is currently facilitating municipal-scale 
projects in Rhode Island that address coastal adaptation to climate change and sea level rise. This work 
involves evaluating the results of mapping exercises to clearly communicate challenges and 
opportunities to municipal stakeholders while collaboratively considering policies and projects that may 
increase resiliency in the face of potential impacts from coastal hazards and storm events. Teresa also 
has worked on renewable energy planning, marine spatial planning and coastal community planning, 
addressing public access and working waterfront issues.  All of her work employs a research and 
planning process that integrates the best available science with open input and involvement from a 
broad range of stakeholders, decision makers and the public. Teresa also has worked for non-profit 
regional planning commissions and for planning/design firms in the private sector. She earned a Master 
of Landscape Architecture (M.L.A.) from the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry at 

https://ci.uri.edu/intitiatives/ongoing-initiatives/demonstration/
https://ci.uri.edu/intitiatives/ongoing-initiatives/demonstration/mixed-use-demo-site/
https://ci.uri.edu/fellows/current-senior-fellows/


Syracuse, a B.S. in Environmental Policy/Natural Resource Management from the University of Michigan 
and is a certified planner through the American Institute of Certified Planners (AICP). 
 
 
 
 


