
BRISTOL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

COMMISSION 

APRIL 7, 2022 MINUTES 

 

 

Held:  April 7, 2022 at 10 Court Street (Town Hall), Bristol, Rhode Island 

Present: Chairman Oryann Lima, Vice Chairman John Allen, Secretary Mary Millard, 

Benjamin Bergenholtz, Sara Butler, Victor Cabral, Christopher Ponder 

Also Present: Andy Teitz, Esq. Assistant Town Solicitor, Jonathan Ames HDC Coordinator 

Absent: Alternate Sonney Furtado 

 

Chairman Ory Lima brought the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 

 

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Commissioners then discussed and 

approved the March 3
rd

 Minutes without changes. 

 

First:  Victor Cabral 

Second: John Allen 

Vote:  7-0 

 

Applications 

 

#21-106-B: 267 Thames Street 

Andy Teitz reminded the Commissioners that this application has previously appeared in front of 

them as a concept review, that the application had not changed since its concept review in 

February, that the applicants asked him if it could proceed without their attendance, and that if 

the Commissioners did have questions about the project that they should move to continue the 

application rather than reject it.  

 

Motion: To accept application #21-106-B: 267 Thames Street; to replace deteriorated 

windows with Marvin Clad Ultimate windows to match muntin patterns. The 

windows to be replaced are on the second and third floor, and will be replacing 

Rosco windows from the 1990’s. 

First:  Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Second: Victor Cabral 

Vote:  7-0 

Monitor: John Allen 

Standards: #9 
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#22-007-B: 417 Hope Street 

Jonathan Ames explained that the Applicant reached out to him and asked if they could be 

moved to the May 5
th

 meeting. 

 

Motion: To move application #22-007-B: 417 Hope Street to the May 5
th

 meeting. 

First:  Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Second: Victor Cabral 

Vote:  7-0 

 

#22-017: 326 Thames Street 

Oryann Lima and John Allen recused themselves. Mary Millard acted as Chair for this 

application.  

 

Zachary Fenster presented, explained that he would like to replace the trim around the door on 

the front of the house with a more “traditional, like what you see throughout town,” pediment 

door trim. Fenster explained that this will be done in wood. 

 

Victor Cabral wanted Fenster to confirm that the trim will appear as presented in the plans 

without change, Fenster confirmed. Cabral and Fenster then discussed the progress on the 

lighting fixtures from a previous approved application. 

 

Motion: To accept application #22-017: 326 Thames Street; to change trim on front door 

as presented. 

First:  Victor Cabral 

Second: Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Vote:  5-0 

Monitor: Victor Cabral 

Standards: #9 

 

#22-021: 11 Constitution Street 

Jonathan Ames explained that the Applicant reached out to him and asked if they could be 

moved to the May 5
th

 meeting. 

 

Motion: To move application #22-021: 11 Constitution Street to the May 5
th

 meeting. 

First:  Sara Butler 

Second: John Allen 

Vote:  7-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Bristol Historic District Commission Minutes, April 7, 2022 

Page 3 of 7 

 

#22-022: 407-409 Hope Street 

Sarah Redman and Michael Fonseca of NCD Developers, her contractor, presented. Redman and 

Fonseca explained that the garage is structurally unsafe and want to demolish it and replace it 

with the stone in the driveway. 

  

Fonseca explained that the letter in the application was from Redman’s engineer, Thomas 

Principe, when the garage was first hit by a car some years ago. Since then Fonseca has had to 

repeatedly secure the wall to the foundation. In his opinion it has become unsound, that the 

foundation has failed and is beyond repair, and that it should be demolished. 

 

There was some discussion about when the garage was built and whether it had historical 

integrity to the house. Fonseca explained that he believes this garage was built sometime in the 

1960’s. He came to this conclusion based on photographs and the joinery of the beams inside the 

structure. Jonathan Ames explained that he found evidence in old Sanborn Maps implying that a 

garage was originally built in that location sometime between 1911 and 1920, but does not 

contradict Fonseca’s conclusion that the garage in question could have replaced an earlier garage 

on the same footprint. Victor Cabral asked when the house on the property was originally built 

and Redman confirmed that the house was built in 1807, suggesting that the garage does not 

have historical integrity to the house. 

 

Mary Millard asked Redman if there was any plan for the landscaping for the area, and Redman 

explained that they will be filling in the area with stone gravel and lining it with stone like the 

rest of the driveway. 

 

Ben Bergenholtz explained that although he is not opposed to the application, he thinks the 

garage anchors the site. 

 

Motion: To approve to application #22-022; to demolish garage and finish driveway with 

existing stone as the rest of the driveway and remove slab foundation. 

First:  Victor Cabral 

Second: Chris Ponder 

Vote:  7-0 

Monitor: Victor Cabral 

Standards: #9 
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#22-024: 11-13 State Street 

Gary Mesagno presented. He wishes to replace 10 existing windows that were installed in 1986 

and are now failed and rotting. He believes the windows were Marvin windows. There was no 

discussion. 

 

Motion: To approve application #22-024, to replace 10 windows on east and west 

elevations on the lower rear of the building, replacing windows put in in 1986 and 

have since failed. 

First:  Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Second: Victor Cabral 

Vote:  7-0 

Monitor: Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Standards: #9 

 

#22-026: 23 Summer Street 

Daniel “DJ” Corderio, the applicant’s contractor, presented. The applicants asked him to 

represent them while they are away. The applicants wish to replace the first floor bathroom 

window with a Marvin awning unit. They want to replace the window but heighten it a little to 

give more privacy to those in the bathroom. 

 

Victor Cabral asked if the window is on east side of the house, Corderio confirmed. Cabral asked 

if it cannot be seen from Hope Street, Cabral confirmed. 

 

Chris Ponder asked whether the window height will remain the same or the replacement window 

would sit higher. Corderio clarified that the replacement window unit is shorter, but the height of 

the top of the window will remain the same. 

 

Ben Bergenholtz asked whether the windows are original to the house, Corderio is sure that these 

are not original. There was some discussion suggesting that these windows were replaced 

approximately between 1910 and 1920, while the house was built earlier in the nineteenth-

century. 

 

Motion: To approve application #22-026: 23 Summer Street; to replace one existing six-

over-six bathroom window with Marvin awning as present. The window to be 

replaced is not original to the house.  

First:  Chris Ponder 

Second: Benjamin Bergenholtz 

Vote:  7-0 

Monitor: Victor Cabral 

Standards: #9 

 

Concept Review 

There were none. 
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Monitor Reports & Project Updates 

Sara Butler explained that she met with Sarah Mello-Sooknah, for her project at 38 Central 

Street, and that although she was approved to replace two windows in the rear of the property, 

she decided to only replace one window instead. Ames explained that he will make an 

amendment on the relevant Certificate of Appropriateness. 

  

Ben Bergenholtz asked for a status update regarding the stockade fence at Thames Street at the 

Belvedere. Ames and Teitz expressed that they will look into it. He explained that this was 

initially brought up that the January meeting. 

  

Oryann Lima explained she noticed a new, unapproved, window at the building at the corner of 

Franklin and Hope, the salon by the law office on the corner. Ames will look into this. 

 

John Allen brought up a couple of properties for discussion. First, Allen brought up 325 high 

Street, which was approved for a stockade fence in the back of the property and supposed to put 

a low picket on driveway, north side. The stockade fence is along driveway, which is not 

compliant. Lima is project monitor. Ames will look into this. 

 

Allen next brought up 710/711 Hope Street. He explained that he saw solar panels installed on 

the roof of the property that was not approved by a Certificate of Appropriateness. Ames 

explained that they filed electrical and mechanical permits for the solar panels through the 

town’s online permitting system but difficulties with the website caused delays. The applicant 

has finally filed an HDC application for 710 Hope Street with the required application fees and 

their application is being processed. If 711 Hope Street is an independent, but similar, violation, 

Ames will look into 711 Hope Street as well. 

 

Allen next discussed the Bay Coast Bank on Hope Street. While they had applied for elevator 

additions, Allen was concerned about the many unsightly mechanical additions that were built 

onto the structure. Allen and Lima were also concerned about the copper gutters that were 

installed on the structure without an application. 

 

Allen then discussed St Michaels’ Church. It appeared they were doing some hardscaping work, 

some work on a sidewalk and a walkway in the back of their property. 

 

Allen then discussed 267 Thames Street. The Thames Street Landing Hotel Parking Lot has 

about “16-or-so” new signs and have not come before the Commission.  

 

Bergenholtz then discussed the mailbox corner of Bourne and High Streets. His concern was that 

it did not fit the district’s aesthetic and looks too industrial. Lima discussed that it could have the 

potential to be dangerous. 

 

Lima then brought up the barbershop at 213 or 215 High Street. It has a plastic-tarp sign, secured 

by washers and bolts. As well there is a neon sign that can be seen through the window from the 

exterior of the property. 
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Allen then brought up 195 High Street. Teitz explained that he is following up on the property 

and that it is “a probate mess.” 

  

Lima then discussed 59 Court Street. Ames explained the situation with how 59 Court Street 

developed and how he is in discussion with the property owner to submit an application. 

 

HDC Coordinator Approvals 

Jonathan Ames explained that there were seven applications that accepted for Administrative 

Review. Each of the applications were brought to Oryann Lima’s attention and approved by 

Jonathan Ames and Oryann Lima. The applications’ details are as follows: 

 

#22-023: 5 John Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: change 

in driveway material from asphalt to cement. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 24, 2022. 

 

#22-025: 203 High Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: the 

Ordinary Repair of roof, in-kind. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 15, 2022. 

 

#22-027: 495 Hope Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: to post 

vinyl lettered signage in the storefront windows of the property. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 24, 2022. 

 

#22-029: 54 State Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: to post 

vinyl lettered signage in the storefront windows of the property. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 24, 2022. 

 

#22-030: 697 Hope Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: the 

ordinary maintenance, repair, replacement of the wooden stockade fence, like-for-like, with the 

same height and dimensions as current stockade fence. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 24, 2022. 
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#22-031: 60 Court Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: the 

ordinary maintenance, repair, replacement of shingles for the house and garage. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 31, 2022. 

 

#22-032: 85 High Street 

Approval pursuant to Section 2 of the Amendments to Rules of Procedure and Exemption from 

Review and Administrative Review and Approval Authority, adopted December 3, 2015: the 

ordinary maintenance, repair, replacement of the wooden fence, like-for-like, with the same 

height and dimensions as current fence. 

Certificate of Appropriateness issued on March 31, 2022. 

 

Other business 

Ames explained that residents in the community were very concerned about the Robin Rug 

Project. Teitz explained that because the substance of the letters was not brought up for 

discussion on the agenda, it could not be discussed by the Commissioners at this time. 

 

Next, Ames gave a summary of a meeting he had with National Grid regarding their proposed 

work in the Historic District and how they intend to accommodate the District’s requirements. 

 

Next, there was discussion between the Commissioners and Sally Butler about 328 Hope Street. 

The property owner reached out to Ames to ask if he could discuss a change in the project with 

his project monitor, Sally Butler. He wished to replace the approved cedar wooden fence posts 

with pressure treated wooden posts. After discussion, the Commissioners suggested to Butler to 

approve the change, and Butler instructed Ames to convey her approval, and the Commission’s 

appreciation, to the property owner. 

 

The meeting closed at 8:30 pm. 

 

 

-- 

 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jonathan Ames, April 26, 2022. 

 

 

Date Accepted/Approved: ____________________ 


