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PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

 DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Held Thursday, September 9, 2021 at the Bristol Town Hall, 10 Court Street, Bristol, R.I. 

 

 

ROLL CALL  

Jerome Squatrito, Chairman; Anthony Murgo, Vice Chairman; Armand Bilotti, Secretary; Board 

Member Charles Millard; Board Member Steve Katz.  

 

Absent: Alternate Board Member Richard Ruggeiro and Alternate Board Member Brian Clark. 

 

Also Present: Diane Williamson, Administrative Officer/Director of Community Development; 

Amy H. Goins Esq.; Assistant Town Solicitor. 

 

Chairman Squatrito called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and led the assembly in the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Minutes- June 10, 2021  

A motion was unanimously passed (Murgo/Millard) to accept the meeting minutes of June 10, 

2021. 

 

Town Council Business  

 

a.  Recommendation to Town Council for abandonment of portion of Town Street Right 

of Way for Easement for construction of handicap access to residence at 24 Vernon 

Street.  

   

Nickolas Balzano, 24 Vernon Street. There are existing stone steps that are on Town property 

and has always been. The property is at the edge of the house. The front door walks into and out 

over the line. The stone stairs are in disrepair and there are no hand rails. Mr. Balzano was cited 

by his insurance company for the steps which are not code to begin with. The quickest and 

easiest way to remediate the issue is to frame a wood porch over the stone steps and leave them 

in place.  

 

A motion was made (Millard/Katz) to approve the recommendation. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None. 

 

b. Recommendation to Town Council on draft zoning ordinance amendment for Electric 

Vehicle Charging Stations  

 

Director Williamson has had inquiries from vendors who want to install electric vehicle charging 

stations that offer free service to users. The way they can offer the free service is they sell display ads 

on the charging stations. She is asking to include a provision in the zoning that allows electric vehicle 
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charging stations everywhere and electric vehicle charging stations with display ads but only when 

those charging stations offer free charges. She is recommending a special-use permit use in the 

commercial and industrial zone (general business zone, manufacturing zone, educational institutional 

zone and public zone). The only charging stations in a residential zone would be the ones that did not 

have a display ad on them. It is only the display ads that are prohibited or allowed by a special-use 

permits in certain zones. The distinction is that the facilities are offering free electric vehicle charges.  

 

Member Millard and Member Katz expressed concerns. They are fully in-favor of the charging 

stations but not display signs/messaging due to the inability to control the content.  

 

Director Williamson stated that the Board can make a recommendation to reinforce the standards and 

include better controls over the advertising.  

 

A motion was made (Millard/Katz) in which the Board is in favor of electric vehicle charging 

stations without advertising. The concern regarding advertising is content control and size of the 

ads. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None. 

 

15 Tupelo Street- Review and approval of request to install gas service to residence at 15 Tupelo 

Street through Town Open Space.  

 

The best option to accomplish the project is from the Deer Run sub-division to the North. There is a 

strip of open-space land between Deer Run Road and the residence. When that open space was deeded 

to the Town, it was through the Planning Board subdivision. There was a condition in the deed that the 

applicant had to return to the Planning Board. The Solicitor has determined that the Planning Board 

needs to approve the request for the service connection for the gas. 

 

A motion was made (Bilotti/Murgo) to approve the request. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None. 

 

A motion was made (Murgo/Bilotti) made a motion to move the Mt. Hope Farm agenda item to the 

end of the meeting. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None. 

 

Kendan, LLC. – Recommendation to the Zoning Board on Use Variance to relocate existing legal 

nonconforming billboard signs to new locations approximately 250 feet north of existing.  Located at 

Metacom Avenue, Assessor’s Plat 108, Lot 1; Zone: GB 

 

Kenneth A. Marshall, representative of Kendan, LLC. stated that the request is a matter of economic 

development. The property was purchased in the early 2000’s for the purpose of development. Time 

constrictions prevented addressing it sooner. Based on the applicant’s planning perspective, he is planning 

to utilize the property further to the North located between the Season’s Corner Market and Cabral’s 

Chicken restaurant in order to go further into the business zone and out of the direct view of the residential 
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zone across the street. A representative from Lamar Industries was present. The small business has been a 

partner of the Town for decades without incident. 

 

The applicant respectively requested the authorization to move the non-conforming use approximately 

250 ft. to the north further into the business district and out of the corner lot on Peter Road.  

 

The item is a recommendation to the Zoning Board. The applicant will be attending that meeting the 

following week. 

 

The parcel is 6.7 acres. The billboard is being replaced in-kind as it is currently constructed with new 

beams to stabilize the structure. The set back is the same from Metacom Avenue. 

 

Vice Chairman Murgo mentioned that he researched Town Zoning ordinance (Section 28-375) which reads 

“Billboards shall not be constructed, posted or erected in any zone.” In his opinion, he is not fond of the 

billboards, believes they are an eyesore and the advertisements are repetitive. Secretary Bilotti believes that 

perhaps it is an opportunity there for something else.  

 

The applicant mentioned that the clearing of vegetation would improve site line visibility for the 

businesses. 

 

A motion was made (Bilotti/Squatrito) to recommend that the  relocation of the billboard be allowed. 

In favor: Bilotti, Millard, Squatrito.          

Opposed: Murgo, Katz. 

 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan Update - Informational memo on public engagement workshop to be 

scheduled. 

 

Mt. Hope Farm - Public Hearing on Preliminary phase of Master Plan Update and combined 

preliminary and final review and approval of the 2019-2020 Updated Master Plan.   Update includes 

Long Term Goals and Five-Year objectives including designating potential areas within the property 

for new farming related structures.  Property located at 250 Metacom Avenue in the Historic 

Preservation, Conservation Zone, and Open Space Zone. Plat 137, Lot 1, 3,6,7,9, 13 and Plat 136, Lot 

4. Owner/Applicant: The Mt. Hope Trust in Bristol.  

 

Brenda Turchetta, Executive Director at Mt. Hope Farm is seeking preliminary and final 

approval on the master plan which has been reviewed and accepted by the Historic District 

Commission. A meeting took place the prior week with the Technical Review Committee. There 

have not been many changes except in terms of zoning, existing structures, the utilization of the 

property, identifying the history of the property and future plans. 

 

Based on a meeting with the Historic District Commission, the Mt. Hope Farm Board 

understands that they need to seek approval anytime a change is made to a historic structure on 

the property. 

 

The barn is something that the Board has been trying to erect for a while but due to lack of funds 

and the inability to have fundraisers over the past year and a half, it has not been possible. 
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Secretary Bilotti reminded the applicant that previous plans for additional rooms on the property 

were rejected by the Planning Board. The applicant concurred. He also clarified that the Mt. 

Hope Farm Board currently has necessary approvals to replace the deck to its original size, in its 

original form and the same materials versus any expansion. The applicant concurred. 

 

Director Williamson stated that the Mt. Hope Farm Board addressed all of the conditions at the 

Master Plan meeting, have their CRMC permits and amended the document per the Board’s 

conditions. The Technical Review Committee had  recommend combining preliminary and final 

phases of approvals. 

 

A motion was made (Murgo/Katz) to open the hearing to the public. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None. 

 

Tyler Faria, 39 Basswood Drive, asked where on the property will the barn be located. Director 

Williamson informed him that there is an existing foundation to the north of the existing barn. 

That would be where they would build the rest of the barn on top of that foundation. 

 

A motion was made (Murgo/ Bilotti) to close the public hearing. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None 

 

A motion was made (Murgo/Bilotti) to combine preliminary and final phases and grant approval. 

In favor: Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.        

Opposed: None. 

 

Motion to adjourn (Murgo/Squatrito) 

In Favor:  Bilotti, Katz, Millard, Murgo, Squatrito.          

Opposed: None 

 

Vice Chairman Murgo declared the meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted Sandra S. Allen, Recording Secretary 

     

Planning Board: _____________________________ 

Date Approved:______________________________ 


