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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:  Bristol Historic District Commission 
   
FROM: Andrew M. Teitz, Assistant Town Solicitor 
 
DATE: June 29, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: 195 High Street 
  

At your request, this memorandum addresses the status of 195 High Street, currently shown as 
AP 14, Lot 73 (the “Property”) and the house located thereon (the “House”).  The Property is 
located within the Bristol Historic District and is subject to the jurisdiction of the Bristol Historic 
District Commission (“HDC”).  The House appears to be in a severely deteriorated condition, 
with long-term broken windows and no paint or protective covering for several decades.  

The House is currently occupied.  The Property was first discussed by the HDC in 2017, and 
there has been further deterioration since then. 

A. TOWN’S ABILITY TO ENFORCE MAINTENANCE 

As discussed in another memo from the Solicitor’s office, dated June 28, 2021, the Town does 
not have an ordinance in place to avoid demolition through owner neglect for historic district 
properties.  Consequently, the Town would need to look for other avenues of enforcement. 

This property could probably be cited under the RI Property Maintenance Code (PMC), SBC-6, 
which is part of the state building code.  Sec. 304.2 of the PMC provides, in pertinent part: 

“Exterior surfaces, including but not limited to, doors, door and window frames, cornices, 
porches, trim, balconies, decks and fences, shall be maintained in good condition. 
Exterior wood surfaces, other than decay-resistant woods, shall be protected from the 
elements and decay by painting or other protective covering or treatment. Peeling, flaking 
and chipped paint shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted.”   
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Sec. 304.13 of the PMC provides: 

 “Every window, skylight, door and frame shall be kept in sound condition, good repair 
and weather tight.” 

Therefore, Code Enforcement could cite the property owner under the above-referenced 
provisions to force it to paint the building and fix the broken windows.   However, please note 
that this is NOT a decision of the HDC.  The HDC may vote to recommend to the Town 
Administrator that such action be taken, but the enforcement is discretionary with the Town 
Administrator and his direction to Code Enforcement officials.   

B. OWNERSHIP QUESTIONS 

As part of this office’s investigation and with the help of one of the HDC members, we looked 
into the ownership of the Property.  I spoke with attorneys Douglas Girond and Dean Wagner 
(partners in the law firm of Savage Law Partnership), who represent the current resident and the 
“owner.”   

It is technically owned by about ten people, being the descendants of Richard E. Rensehausen, 
Sr. and his sister Harriet Herbert, each of whom owned a one-half interest in the Property prior to 
the death of Richard E. Rensehausen, Sr in 1979.  His widow, Bertha Rensehausen died on 
November 4, 2010 but it was not until November 15, 2016 that her will was admitted to probate 
by the Bristol Probate Court in Bristol Probate Docket No. 16-62. The Bristol Probate Court 
simultaneously appointed Richard Rensehausen, Jr., who resides at the Property, as the Executor 
of Bertha’s estate. 

Attorney Wagner, on behalf of Richard Rensehausen Jr. individually and as Executor of the 
Estate, has just filed (on June 29, 2021) a lawsuit in Superior Court, asking the court to award 
ownership of the Property to certain of the heirs who have resided at the Property over the past 
several years, or in the alternative to “partition” the Property by ordering it sold and the proceeds 
divided up among the heirs.  A copy of the court complaint, being a public document, is attached 
hereto and sets out the history in greater detail. 

If the Town Administrator was to direct that a citation be issued, it would be issued against the 
Executor as Executor of the Estate.  

C. RECCOMENDATION 

Given the complexity and uncertainty of ownership of the Property, and given that Superior 
Court litigation has commenced to resolve the ownership interests and will probably result in the 
sale of the Property to a new owner, it is our recommendation that the Town NOT take action at 
this time.  Instead, we suggest that we monitor the progress of the Superior Court case, and 



 3 

revisit this recommendation in six months’ time, which will also be the beginning of winter when 
measures might be needed to secure the weather-tightness of the House. 

  

This will be on the Agenda for July 1 for discussion, and for possible vote in case you want to 
request the Town Administrator to direct Code Enforcement officials to cite the owner (the 
Executor as per above) with regard to the condition of the House.  

 
 
 
CC:  Steve Contente, Town Administrator 
  Diane M. Williamson, Director of Community Development 
  Edward Tanner, Principal Planner/Zoning Official 
  Ray Falcoa, Historic District Commission Staff Assistant/Code Compliance 

Coordinator 

 

Attachment: 

• Superior Court Complaint 

 

 

 

/Users/zoning/Desktop/Bristol/Memo to BRHDC re 195 High Street.docx 


